10                             STRANGE VIGOUR

at that time the Emperor was very remote from the indignant boy
in Choyhung. Even in distant Peking the highest ranks of mandarins,
when they came into his presence, knelt, and three times knocked
their heads on the ground and remained kneeling until they were
dismissed: and when the royal presence passed from the Forbidden
City to his summer palace, the streets were hung with high screens
of blue cloth so that the common people should not gaze on his
sacred person. It is said in The Book of Rites, "The Son of Heaven
must not be looked at above his collar or below his girdle".

SCHOOL DAYS IN CHINA
Of all the races of mankind the Chinese have been the most
successful. Their civilisation has endured longer than any other
and they are by far the most numerous single unit, the modern
Chinese being "a more or less homogeneous ethnic type".4 One of
the strongest chains binding them together has been their reverence
for learning, which placed the scholar in the highest social class even
though he were poor and of humble birth. The emperor Tai Tsung
(A.D. 627-650), who did much to bring about this state of affairs,
is credited with the saying "Learning is as necessary to a nation as
water is to fish*'.
It is not surprising, therefore, to find that such a small and
insignificant village as Choyhung had its school; though there were
many villages without schools for, at that time, only a very small
percentage of the Chinese people were literate. According to one
who lived in Choyhung during Tai-cheong's boyhood, this school
was not only attended by all the village boys but, contrary to Chinese
custom, by some girls.
School began about six o'clock on summer mornings and a little
later in the winter, the pupils being kept hard at work, with only
short breaks for meals, until about five in the afternoon. There
were no holidays, other than the break for the New Year festival
and occasional odd days when the village celebrated the birthday
of a god. But it is very probable that Tai-cheong was required to
help on the farm during busy periods and he may not have had
more than one or two years of continuous study.
The system of education was the common system used all over
China and it had been unchanged for centuries. Every day was
alike. IB the schoolroom there was no blackboard, nor such attrac-